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TRADITIONAL     

 
 

NVQ  
Level 1 

 

  
BTEC 

Introductory 
Diploma 

 

  
The 

Foundation 
Diploma 
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GCSE grades 

D - G 

 
 

NVQ  
Level 2 

 

  
BTEC First 
Diploma 

  
The Higher 

Diploma 
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GCSE grades 

5 A* - C 

 
 

NVQ  
Level 3 

 

  

BTEC 
National 
Award/ 

Certificate/ 
Diploma 

 

  

 
The 

Advanced 
Diploma 
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A / AS 
Levels 

 
 

NVQ  
Level 4 

  
Year 1 

Foundation 
Degree 

 

  

4 

  
Year 1 

University 

  
Higher 

National 
Certificate 

 
 

NVQ 
Level 5 

  
Foundation 

Degree 
 

  

5 

  
Year 2 

University 

  
Higher 

National 
Diploma 

 
 

 
NVQ 

Level 6 
 

  

6 

  
BA / BSC 

Hons 

 
 

NVQ 
Level 7 

 

  

7 

  
Masters 

 
   

8 
 

  
PhD 

 


